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Hello Friends, 
_ here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 
(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 
We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


_ Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 
telephone 0424 755755. 
You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
| part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
| multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
__| example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65, You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 
| Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
| Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
_ parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
" part), 
KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 
You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
_ enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


_ HOW TO PAY 

_ You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 

| postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 

| can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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_ 7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
_ Customer enquiries: 0424 755755 
| Trade enquiries: 071 581 1371 
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Through 
Town cise 


The animals’ last obstacle to cross re q Pte rae 
was the town. They had to find a , : 

way through, as White Deer Park 
was on the other side. They ; j j 7 : 
decided to wait until it was dark : rf Cl ( i as A a ae tS etn : s, Oe 
before they set off. Halfway f - Fit Hf a Be OIICAON | 
through the town a storm broke. 5 | . Ls |g OF . i _ .,MISS_A TURN 
The rain came lashing down. The 1 
only place they could find to 
shelter was the church — and then 
they got locked in! 


Can you find your way through the 
town to the church and then out 
the other side? Play this game with 
your friends and see who gets 
through first. 


How to play 
Throw the dice in turn and move 
along the street squares. There are 
several ways to go. You must visit 
the church before leaving town. é — -S 
When you get to the church door ' i SHELTER UNDER — 


you must throw the exact number hans ‘Norte Go | 

to get in and a 6 to get out. Nii CS pe moe e = 

On the way there are forfeits on the ||| (RRM ; 7) Yau AAS MOR SEL 
squares. If you land on one you | KNGTHER Go 
must do what it says. TL - Th li re Ca 
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All About... 


Be a Nature Detect 


ective | 


Red squirrels are rather shy so you’re more likely to 

see signs of their activities, than to catch sight of 

them. Look at the bark of trees in a likely Red 

squirrel wood. Is it peeled back? If so, they have 

probably been raiding the juicy wood underneath. 
Can you see three parallel lines down the trunk? 
These could be the scratch marks of a Red squirrel. 
Can you see any broken off scales and empty 
cones on the ground or on a feeding platform like a 
tree stump? Can you hear a chattering ‘chuck- 
chuck-chuck’ sound in the branches overhead? 
These are all tell-tale signs of Red squirrels. 


6GHi! Mrs Red squirrel here, speaking from the 
treetops of a coniferous forest. | can live in a 
deciduous wood like Farthing Wood but | prefer 
coniferous ones because they provide me 
BY ) with plenty of my favourite food — pine cones. 
7) We Reds live in Scotland, Wales, Ireland and 
a few places in England. We have lots of 
relatives in Europe, too, but we look a little 
different to them. We only moult our tail 
fur and ear tufts once a year, in autumn. By 
the end of the summer they have faded to a 
light, creamy brown. Our European relatives 
& moult twice and their tails and tufts stay dark 
brown. Also some of them have very dark coats. 
Our winter coats are reddish brown. In summer we 


turn greyish brown. 99 


Like our cousins the Greys, we Red squirrels are 
ace leapers and climbers. Our legs are so strong 
and our claws can grip so firmly, that we can 
hang from a tree trunk just by one foot. We can 
dash down or up a tree trunk in a few seconds. 
We use the tall treetops as our roads, jumping 
from branch to branch with ease. Our tail acts as 
a rudder and we stretch out our legs so that the 
loose skin covering our sides is spread out. This 
acts as a kind of parachute. On the ground, we 


make short leaps or dashes, often stopping to 
make sure that the coast is clear. 


: 
Weasel’s Eage| 


I’m smaller than my cousin, Grey squirrel, 
and much shyer. My ear tufts are particularly 
noticeable in winter - my tail’s bushier then, 
too. In late spring, when the seeds in the 
pine cones scatter, | have to look for other 
food. This is when | forage for stores of 
cones or nuts that | might have hidden away 
in tree hollows or on the ground the year 
before. | use my sense of smell to find them. 
| also eat buds, shoots and fungi. 


All About... 


Courtship in the treetops 


66Usually we Reds live on our own. We 
rest up in dreys in the forks of branches at 
night and feed during the day. However, 
sometimes we share a drey in the winter 
to keep warm. We don’t hibernate, so even 
if the weather’s very bad we have to go out 
and look for food. We can only last a 
couple of days without it.99 
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For most of the year | feast on cones, 

wd such as Scots pine and Larch cones. 
Holding one in my two paws, | gnaw 
off the scales to get at the seeds. 


MAN 


2: 


A On warm days in January, there’s a lot of 
activity in the treetops. When we females 
come into season (we’re ready to mate then) 


the males track us down. They chase us i 


through the treetops. Sometimes several 
males will chase after just one female. 


P Once we've mated, | have no more time 
for the male and | busy myself with the job of 
making a large drey for the babies. It must 
be at least 3m above the ground. Sometimes 
| repair an old one or else | make a new one. 
| drag branches and twigs into the fork 
between a branch and the main trunk. | 
make it ball-shaped and line the hollow 
inside with grasses and leaves. 


V Usually a male will make a special call to 
get my attention. Next he stops and does a tail 
display for me. He turns sideways to me and 
waves his tail from side to side. Then he 
moves round me, in a circle, and stops again. 
Finally he lowers his tail slowly on:to his back. 


When our babies are born -— 
usually three or four of them - 
they are blind, naked and 
deaf. At about four weeks they 
open their eyes and have 
grown a coat of fur. They’re 
not ready to leave the nest for 
another four to six weeks. For 
the first couple of months they 
play a lot, chasing, tumbling 
and fighting with each other. 
This helps them to learn how 
to make their escape quickly 
when a predator, such as a 
buzzard, Stoat or domestic 
cat, appears. 


Va How To Draw «<— 


| Waking Faces Vii 


MASTERING MOUTHS 


The secret of drawing mouths 
well is always to draw the 
middle line first. This line is 
never straight, it bends 
slightly at the centre. 


— Ne 


Draw a jagged line above, 
and a box-shaped line 
below the middle line. 


gia 
™~ / 


When it comes to colour, 
the bottom lip, if not 
covered in lipstick, is 
much lighter than the 
upper lip. It catches the 
light, so it hardly shows. 


IN PROFILE: 

From a side view, the top 
lip is slightly set forward 
over the lower lip. 


If your model is 
wearing lipstick, 
fill in the lower lip. 


Mark in the little shadow below 

the mouth, where the chin dips 

in. Add two small creases to the 
corners of the mouth. 


NOSE KNOWLEDGE 


First let’s start with 
the nose in profile - here are 
some of the basic shapes: 


Roman 


Hooked 


Upturned 


From the front: 
The secret of drawing noses from 
a front view is to only draw the tip 
of the nose and nostrils, not the 

whole nose. Add shape to it using 
soft shadows rather than a single 
hard line. 


noses seen from below, too! 


Don’t forget to practise drawing A \ 
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im AT NIGHT 


, ra j a ae * 
66!’'m a night bird by +/ \ \ 
nature. | love to be out and r yao 
about when a full moon is 
shining bright. It helps me to find 
“ small animals to eat, in the dark. } . 
The sky is full of bright lights and, of if evil ' . : filler 0 i 
course, there isn’t a single twinkle that | . as Te renee : 
don’t recognize. If you look carefully you 
should be able to make out a few different 
stars and other objects in the sky.99 
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Owl’s Challenge: on such a clear, 
moonlit night, bats are flying and 
some are hanging in trees. 
How many can you see? 


’ 
Ano 


They are not that easy to spot 
but you don’t need a telescope 
to find 13 bats in the picture. 


Man-made satellites travel 
round the Earth sending 
messages and television 

pictures around the world. If 

you see far away flashing 
lights crossing the sky it could 
be a satellite. If you have a 
satellite dish you can pick up 
TV programmes from it. 


The moon’s shape 

changes during the 

month it takes to travel 

round the Earth. 

Sometimes it looks like a 
segment of orange and at 

other times it’s a full circle. 

The patches on the moon, 

which look like a face, are called 
seas. They are not really seas because 
there isn’t any water on the moon. 


Telescopes come in all shapes and sizes. 
Scientists have powerful radio telescopes 
but these two star spotters are looking 
through a much smaller refracting 
telescope. If you haven’t got a telescope, 
skywatch with a pair of binoculars. Never 
look at the sun though - it can blind you. 


A comet is a huge lump 
of rock and ice which 
hurtles through space. 
As it nears the sun its 


surface burns off, leaving 
along, bright tail behind. 
The most famous comet 
is Halley’s comet which 
appears in the sky every 
75/76 years. 


A galaxy is a group of millions 
of stars. The Earth is part of a 
galaxy called the Milky Way. It’s 
a spiral galaxy in a Catherine 
wheel shape. 


Constellations are patterns in the sky 
formed by groups of stars. This group 
of seven stars is named Orion after 
the giant hunter from Greek 
mythology. Three stars in a line are his 
belt - the ones below are his sword. 
Turn back a page to spot two more 
constellations. Can you work out 
which they are by looking at the 
northern hemisphere map opposite? 


Meteors are pieces of rock 
or metal ore flying through 
space. They don’t have 
glowing tails but look like 
streaks of light in the sky. 
They are sometimes called 
‘shooting stars’. A meteor 
that hits the ground is called 


a meteorite. When it crashes, 


it shatters and leaves a big 
hole like this, called a crater. 


Paes a Nature 

STAR GAZING ~~ = OF 
w & 

On a clear night, you can see the moon and 4 
thousands of stars, twinkling like tiny diamonds. 
To us, stars look like points of light but really they 
are huge balls of burning gas. People who study 
the stars are called astronomers - they use 
telescopes to see the stars more clearly. 


CONSTELLATIONS 


Some stars form patterns in the sky, called 
constellations. We can see 88 constellations 
from Earth and each one has its own name. Have 
a go at looking for some constellations. 

To use the maps, turn the page until the present 
month is at the bottom. You should be able to see the 
stars in the middle and upper part of the map. 


NORTHERN HEMISPHERE 
1 Ursa Major/The Plough or 
The Great Bear 
2 Cassiopeia/The Queen 
3 Ursa minor/The Little Bear 
4 Pegasus/The Winged Horse 
5 Cygnus/The Swan 
6 Aquila/The Eagle 
7 Bootes/The Herdsman 
8 Leo/The Lion 
9 Orion/The Hunter 
10 Canis Major/The Large Dog 
11 The Pole Star 


SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE 
1 Crux/Southern Cross 

2 Lupus/The Wolf 

3 Octans 

4 Corona Borealis/Crown of Light 
5 Aquila/The Eagle 

6 Pegasus/The Winged Horse 

7 Cetus/The Whale 

8 Phoenix 

9 Orion/The Hunter 

10 Canis Major/The Large Dog 

11 Leo/The Lion 


Use the top map if you live in the northern hemisphere. 
Use the bottom map if you live in the southern hemisphere. 


You will need: two straws - one narrow, one wide, plastic bottle with aon't 2 planet 
isn 


n 5 
rew- q , Sci ici i i ‘ . The su! + em -sized 
sc. top cap, card, scissors, Plasticine, crepe paper, glitter, glue. NIG Ski eS You will need: ws multe the 
These pictures can be a bit messy, so lay some white and/or luminous star! yer ‘pinocul 
newspaper around you before you start. yellow paint, paintbrush, gun throug ouwill 
black paper. though, 2° y Lesley 
damage your oY 


q Make sure that the narrow straw fits 2 Screw the top back on the bottle. 3 Cut a star out of card. Spread 
inside the wide straw. Get an adult to Put about 2cm of the narrow straw into —_ the surface with glue and cover it 
make a hole in the top of the cap, just the bottle and seal it in place with some _ with glitter. 


big enough to fit the narrow straw. Plasticine. Make sure it’s really tight. @ Load the brush again and flick it from a 


Load a paintorush with paint, hold it above a different angle. Draw a few of the spots out with 
sheet of black paper and flick it on to the paper. the end of the paintbrush for shooting stars. 
3 Add a ‘Milky Way’ to your night sky by 
painting lots of little dots. 


Stick gold stars on to a piece of black paper. 
Add glitter for a ‘Milky Way’. 


Draw stars on a piece of yellow paper u: 
wax crayon or candle. Paint the paper bla 


There are other 
ways to make a 
picture of the night 
sky, too: 


@ cut some strips of crepe § Put a blob of Plasticine on the Now, squeeze the bottle and watch 
paper and glue these to the back top of the wide straw. Lower the your star go shooting into the sky! 
of the star. Glue the star to the wide straw over the narrow straw. 


end of the wide straw. 


Two quick ways to draw stars: 


SIX-SIDED STAR FIVE-SIDED STAR 
Draw two triangles, one Draw five lines in the 
on top of the other. order shown. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCIN 


MUSCLES 


We've all got muscles, but some 
of us have bigger ones than 
others. They supply the strength 
for all the moves we make. Wild 
animals need to keep in good 
shape and are muscly all over. 
They develop extra powerful 
muscles in those parts of the 
body which have to do important 
jobs for them. 


Deliciousssss! _ 


<q PLEASED AS PAUNCH 
Goodness knows what she’s eaten 
but Adder looks mighty pleased 
with her bulging bellyful. Some 
snakes, like Pythons, use their 
muscles to coil round and kill their 
prey. Adder doesn’t do this but 
when she eats her prey she 
squeezes her 
muscles to move her 
meal down into her 
stomach. 


” Siem 


LANKY LEMUR 
Wow! Look at this one go. It’s a Sifaka lemur 


flexing its long, muscular legs to bound along the 
ground. Sifakas are also fantastic movers through 
the treetops. They move from tree to tree making 
spectacular leaps on slim, springy legs. 


A EXTRA LEG 

Two male kangaroos fight to see who is 
boss. They box and kick each other with 
their feet. They can do serious damage 
since the muscles in their legs are 
immensely powerful. Their tails are also 
very strong. It acts like an extra leg to 
support them while they’re kicking. 


> TINY POWERHOUSE 

Ants are minute creatures but they have 
muscles like any other animal. They are 
incredibly strong for their size. These 
leaf-cutter ants need to be able to lift 
large pieces of leaf and carry them to the 
nest, so they have strong jaw muscles. 


EXING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


Where are a frog’s 
strongest muscles? 


*s6oa}'S}! Ul : 


<BULLY BEEF 

The male or bull Gaur from India is 
powerfully built with huge muscles 
around his neck and shoulders. He 
needs muscles at the front to provide 
head-butting force to attack. Like 
many other animals, the male Gaur has 
bigger muscles than the female 
because it’s his job to fight off rivals 
and defend the herd. 


<STRONG ARM TACTICS 
Rusty-coloured Orang-utans 
look soft and friendly but they 
are very strong animals. They 
have mighty powerful arms to 
grip on to hanging vines and pull 
themselves up, hand over hand. 
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A FIGHTING FIT 
Exercise helps us grow 
strong muscles and keep our 
bodies in good shape. This 
boy is clearly exercising a lot 
of his muscles in a game of 
rugby. There are over 600 
muscles in the human body. 
The smallest is the stapedius 
which controls a tiny bone in 
the ear. The strongest 
muscles are the ones you 
use to bite things. 


> HIGH TEA 
When a leopard catches an antelope to 
eat, it has a smart method to keep it out of Pa 
the clutches of other animals like Hyenas. 

Gripping its prey in its jaws, it climbs a 

tree. The leopard’s extremely strong 

muscles in its neck and back allow it to 

carry prey bigger than itself and dine ina 

tree in peace. 


Puzzle it out Se22=> 


It was January the 6th, or Twelfth Night. The 
twelve days of Christmas were over and the 
Christmas decorations had to come down. 
The Squirrels were feeling sad, but they 
turned it into a game by seeing how quickly 
they could take down the streamers, paper 
chains and cards. The cards were put away 
safely — the Squirrels could use them later. 


On the twelfth day of Christmas 
My true love sent to me 
Twelve lords a’leaping 
Eleven ladies dancing 

Ten pipers piping 

Nine drummers drumming 
Eight maids a’milking 
Seven swans a’swimming 
Six geese a’laying 

Five gold rings 

Four calling birds 

Three French hens 

Two turtle doves 


O And a partridge ina 


pear tree. 


CROSSWORD 
All the clues are contained in the song 
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’. (We’ve 
given you the last verse above.) 


Across 

2 Which bird was given on the first day? 
5 What fruit tree was the first bird in? 

6 Which birds were laying? 

8 What nationality were the hens? 


Down 

1 What type of bird was given on the 
third day? 

2 This musician might get out of breath. 
3 and 4 These birds were given on the 
second day. (2 words) 

7 Which birds were swimming? 


CT? @f 
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seaman 


STREAMER TANGLE 
Which streamers are still fixed 
to the ceiling? 


XMAS CARDS 
Which two cards 
are the same? 


TOWER BLOCK 
The Squirrels are building a 
tower. If you look at the 

number sequence, can you 
tell which numbered block 
should go on the top? 


DID YOU KNOW 
THAT THE FAMOUS 
PLAYWRIGHT 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
WROTE A PLAY CALLED 
\ TWELFTH NIGHT? ? 


Puzzle it ouf ===” 


The Squirrels had just WHOIS IT? 
Join the dots to find out who this is. 


finished clearing up 
when there was a 
knock on the door. 

“Who can that be?” 
asked one of the 
Squirrels. 

Can you guess? 

The visitor had 
brought a delicious 
Twelfth Night cake with 
him. The Squirrels were 
delighted. They all sat 
down to chat, each 
animal with a drink and 
a slice of cake to 
munch. It was a good 
end to the day. 


GARD GAPERS Here are some things to do with Christmas cards. 


CLIMB CAN YOu CLIMB. 
THROUGH (tHrouch 4 cARD? 


THE CARD 


WELL, | CAN ! 
WATCH Me / 


Don'T BE SILLY! 


FIRST, CUT 
YOUR CHRISTMAS 
CARD IN HALE... 


@ Then fold it in half 
lengthways and cut 
it like this. 


carefully and \ 
step through i 


@ Then cut it like this. 


of card 8cm high 


and the length of 
the lanes. Fold 
each one in half. 


2 Mark out the maze on the base 
with a pencil. Leave gaps between the 
walls so the marble can go round. 
Make a small central finishing place 
with just one entrance. 


@ Fold back 
1cm on each 


J Take an empty cereal side and glue to base. 


packet and cut round the 
sides to make the base. 
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Collect cards with a large 10 
figure. Cut off the front of the ; 

card and bend back the 
bottom edge to make it stand. 
Give each card a number -— this 
will be the number of points 


you score when you hit it. 
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v9 Line the cards up. Draw a line where 
the players must stand and take turns to throw 
screwed up balls of paper at the cards. Keep 

score. The first person to reach 100, wins. 
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PICKING DAISIES 
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